

[image: ]



Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)
Information Report 
2024-2025










At Milby Primary School, we believe that every child can succeed and our aim is to offer all of our children a rich, stimulating and engaging curriculum.  In order for our children with special educational needs to access the whole curriculum and be inclusive, we differentiate learning activities and provide additional adult support and resources to meet individual needs. 

In September 2014, a new special educational needs code of practice introduced changes to the law for children and young people with SEND.  Statements of Special Educational Needs were replaced with Education, Health and Care Plans for those children and young people with complex needs. A new system called Special Educational Needs (SEN) Support was adopted to replace School Action and School Action Plus for children with less complex needs. 
We hope you find the following information useful and as a school, we will continue to provide an appropriate and relevant curriculum for all our learners. 

SEND Team 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator – Mrs Witts
Pastoral Support Worker for children and families – Mrs Horsfall 
Thrive Practitioner and Learning Mentor – Mrs Bayley 

What special educational needs are catered for at Milby? 
We are aware that through the primary phase, there will be some children who will need extra support with their learning and or social/emotional development.  We provide support for the following categories of special needs: 

· Communication and interaction (speech, language and communication and autistic spectrum disorders) 
· Cognition and learning (specific literacy/ numeracy difficulties) 
· Social, emotional and mental health
· Sensory and/or physical (visual or hearing impairment and children with medical needs) 

How do we identify and assess children with SEND? 
As part of our continuous formative and summative assessments, teachers regularly assess and observe children and track their progress over time.  If through these assessments or observations, a teacher identifies that a child is experiencing difficulties, the SENDCo and parents are informed and a meeting is arranged to discuss the identified need and next steps of learning.  Strategies to support the child will be shared and additional provision will be given to the child over a period of time.  A review meeting will then take place and feedback on progress will be given.  If required, the school, parents and child will continue to meet regularly to discuss and support the identified need, which is recorded on an individual education plan (IEP).

Every term, our senior leaders and SENDCo meet with class teachers and conduct pupil progress meetings to track the progress of all children.  During these meetings, the following is discussed: current progress and progress made over time; strategies to support children with SEND; provision and next steps of learning. (Please refer to our SEND policy for more information).



What provision is available for children with SEND? 
We are very proud of our SEND provision at Milby Primary School, and regularly update resources to meet required learning needs. Our SENDCo works closely with the SEND team as well as the teaching staff and support staff, to ensure that the right provision is in place at all times, to meet the changing needs of our learners.  We believe that quality first teaching is essential to accelerate progress and any additional support can be accessed when required, to support identified individual needs.  Arrangements for additional support can include a high level of support in the classroom, small group work, booster groups, mentoring and 1:1 support.  Depending on the child’s need and the nature of the activity, support can be given within the classroom environment or other designated spaces conducive to learning. 

How will the curriculum, teaching and learning environment be adapted to suit a child’s SEND needs? 
All of our teachers skilfully plan lessons based on prior assessment and individual needs, so that children with SEND can access the whole curriculum through the use of adapted activities and resources provided in order to support learning.  Milby is a very inclusive school and the majority of our children with SEND are taught alongside their peers, wherever possible.  

In order to provide support with specific cognition and learning difficulties, teachers are constantly adapting their teaching in order to cater for a variety of needs and when appropriate, staff are deployed to give children additional support in small groups. This can be away from the classroom, or in the form of 1:1 support.  All of our staff can adapt resources to either offer a greater level of support or to make learning more challenging, so that every child is able to achieve.  Intervention groups are available for those children who need extra support in order to “close the gap” in learning and achieve their potential.  These usually include: phonics, reading comprehension, writing and punctuation and mathematics.  More intensive one-to-one interventions are provided for children with more complex needs. 

To support children with anxiety or organisational difficulties, we use personal visual timetables in every classroom, to give structure to the day. All of our classrooms and additional learning areas use the Communicate in Print programme, to ensure that we promote a communication friendly environment for all children. Classroom teaching assistants are skilled and experienced in delivering speech and language interventions to children with speech and language therapy plans.  

SEND resources are purchased according to need; for example, to support a child’s sensory needs and concentration in the classroom, resources such as wobble cushions and fidget learning resources can be used. 

What external agencies can be accessed to support children with SEND? 
To support the provision being given at Milby Primary School, there are times when it is necessary to consult and access external agencies for advice or specialised expertise. The following agencies are available: 

• STS (Specialist Teaching Service) which includes:
· Autism team 
· Visual support service 
· Hearing team 
· Physical disability team 
• Educational psychologist
• IDS (Integrated Disability Service)
• CAMHS (child & adolescent mental health service) / RISE 
• Speech and language therapy service (SALT)
• Sycamore counselling service 
• Connect for Health (school nursing service) 

How do we support children with SEND at play times and lunch times? 
Our PSHE curriculum and assemblies promote the importance of friendships and getting along in harmony with each other.  Children who experience social and interaction difficulties can be supported at break times by our play leaders (year 6 children). If a child has an identified need through an EHC plan, they may also have access to 1:1 support at break times and/or lunch time. We also provide a Nurture lunch time, for a small group of children who are not yet able to cope with the busy playground environment. This takes place in our Thrive room and is run by our Thrive Practitioner, Mrs Bayley.

What provision is available to support a child’s overall well-being? 
At Milby, all of our staff are ready to listen to a child’s worries and teachers are regularly talking to their teams and sharing information.  As a Thrive school, we are really proud of our ‘Thrive room’, which provides a calming, safe space for any child who may need it, during the school day. Throughout the school day the Thrive room is used for 1:1 and small group Thrive intervention work, social groups (social use of language) and mentoring.  Our SEND teaching assistant, who is a licenced Thrive practitioner, plan sessions for groups or individuals to cater for their social and emotional needs. We invest a lot of our time in mentoring children through difficulties, whether the nature of the problem is in school or at home.  Our pastoral support worker (Mrs Horsfall) is able to support children in school, liaise with families and communicate information to teachers, to ensure that every child is supported within our safe environment.  For more complex emotional needs, CAMHS and health and social services can be contacted, as well as the specialist teaching service (STS) team and Connect for Health (school nursing). 

How do we involve parents and carers in the SEND process? 
Parents and carers are invited to IEP meetings each term to review their child’s progress, share successes and/or concerns and to set targets for the following term. We have an open door policy at Milby Primary School and parents are encouraged to contact their child’s class teacher as well as the SENDCo, at any time that they feel they may need help or advice. 

How do we involve children in the SEND process?
At Milby Primary School we fully believe in the importance of a child centred approach, with the needs of the child at the heart of everything we do. The voice of the child is therefore an essential part of the SEND process, and all children with an IEP are given the opportunity to give their thoughts on how they feel about themselves and their learning, as well as how they would like to be supported in school. This termly ‘Pupil Voice’ activity provides a valuable insight into how each child views the support they have, and enables the adults around them to closely consider the environment, learning and support from the viewpoint of the child. 

What opportunities will be offered to parents to find out how well their child is progressing with their learning? 
At Milby Primary School, our open door policy encourages parents to make an appointment with either the class teacher or SENDCo if they would like to discuss their child’s progress with their learning.  As a team, we will always work in partnership with parents and carers, and offer advice and strategies to support learning at home.  Parents are invited to parent’s evenings throughout the year, as well as IEP meetings, to specifically discuss their child’s SEND needs and progress.  The SEND team are available throughout the week, so parents will always have a friendly face and listening ear to support any concerns.  For more specific needs, a home school liaison book can be set up, so that parents receive daily feedback from the class teacher and/or their child’s 1:1 teaching assistant.  A home school link book is also provided to all of our learners. 

How will the school support children with SEND when joining Milby as well as when they make the transition to secondary school? 
When a child enters foundation stage or arrives from another school, reports and any other relevant information are received from feeder placements, which are shared with the SENDCo and our teaching staff.  We encourage parents to make an appointment to see the class teacher, in the first instance and then a follow up meeting is arranged with the SENDCo, class teacher and parents and carers to share information.  Identified needs are assessed and monitored and, if required, action is taken to provide additional support for the child. 

As part of the transition process to secondary school, our year 6 class teachers meet with members of staff from receiving secondary schools. Detailed discussions take place about children’s needs and all relevant information is shared, to ensure a smooth transition. Additional transition visits can be arranged for children with EHC plans (education, health and care plans) or more complex needs.  In these cases, transition booklets can be made with the aim of reducing anxiety due to the upcoming change; these booklets include photographs of their new classroom, teachers and school environment. 

What training have our staff received to support children with SEND? 
Our school provides continuing professional development (CPD) for all staff during INSET days, staff meetings, teaching assistant meetings and attendance at relevant courses, so that up-to-date knowledge and development of skills can be shared with our whole team.  Our SEND link governor meets with the SENDCo and reports to the governing body to keep everyone informed on SEND related issues. 

The SENDCo has gained a Postgraduate Certificate in Special Educational Needs Coordination (The National Award) and regularly attends conferences and professional development meetings to stay up to date with relevant information about SEND provision.  Our SEND team have also had training in the following areas: phonics, speech and language therapy, BRP (better reading programme), precision teaching strategies, supporting social interactions, autism, behaviour management and SHARE (a programme designed to help parents support their child’s learning at home).
 
How are the school’s SEND resources allocated and matched to children’s needs? 
The SEND budget is allocated each financial year and the money is used to support identified special educational needs, in the form of additional adult support, relevant resources and access to outside agencies.  If the support required for a child costs more than is allocated in the notional SEND budget, the school can apply for higher needs funding through an education, health and care plan, stating what additional support and resources are required.  The SEND team regularly review resources, taking into account the changing needs of our learners. 
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How accessible is the school environment? 
All of our classrooms at Milby are at ground floor level and our children have access to a disabled toilet.  Signs and visual prompts are displayed around the school and there are ramps leading down to our playgrounds.  If adaptations to the school environment are needed, due to specific identified needs, specialised agencies visit the school and give appropriate advice. 

What provision is available for children with SEND to attend activities outside the classroom including school trips? 
Milby Primary School is an inclusive school and all children with SEND are included in educational visits. Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all children to participate and be safe.  When planning visits and trips, careful consideration is given to the needs of the children so that relevant trained staff can accompany the children on the trip. 

For more information on SEND, please visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/send
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